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There is one specific topic 
that we discussed that 
stands out to me when I think 
about the entirety of our 
Creative Writing Class for 
the Spring 2014 semester at 
Rutgers University. The 
article we read, “How 
YouTube Changes 
Everything,” by Miguel Helft 
really got me thinking. First, 
lets start by saying that this 
article made me realize how 
much times are changing. 
Ten years ago, I was nine 
years old, barely any of the 
technology we have today 
was around. The year was 
2004 and we had very slow 
computers and basic flip 
phones. Most of us could not 
even imagine how we 
survived back then, 
including me. Other people 
wish to go back to that much 
simpler time, where no one 
was wrapped up in their 
technology, texting, or social 
media. I realized something 
very ironic when reading this 
article. We are so involved in 
our technology that we do 
not even notice how much 
that technology is changing 
everyday. In the short span 
of 5 years, our entire lives 
have been changed by 
technology. We did not have 

SIRI back then, or Twitter, or 
Instagram, and Facebook 
was just becoming more and 
more popular. Even 
YouTube, launching in 2005, 
and then being bought by 
Google in 2006, has not been 
around for that long. One 
hour of video is uploaded to 
YouTube every second of 
every day. That statistic 
alone is mind numbing, you 
simply cannot even wrap 
your head around it. More 
and more people are 
watching YouTube videos 
everyday, and most of those 
people are adolescents ages 
18 and under. Why are 
YouTube videos so popular 
you wonder? Because they 
are so easily accessible and 
you can watch whatever you 
want whenever you want, 
granted that it is uploaded 
on YouTube, (which it most 
likely is). There are also no 
commercials while watching 
YouTube videos only a mere 
30 second ad coming from a 
sponsor. You can do so 
much more with YouTube 
videos rather than television 
shows. You can fast forward, 
rewind, and pause whenever 
needed, you can send them 
to people, and you can 
always go back to them by 
searching the name of the 
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video, unlike television 
shows that you have to wait 
until it is there scheduled 
time to air. College students, 
especially, are more likely to 
watch videos on their 
computers because they are 
short and students are 
usually busy and on their 
computers, anyway. One 
thing we do not take into 
consideration are the people 
that actually make the 
videos. Who are they? Is this 
their full time job? Where do 
they live? Did they try to 
become YouTube famous? Is 
there a formula to beome 
YouTube famous? Everyone 
has their favorite YouTube 
star, for me it’s Lohanthony, 
amongst countless others. 
Lohanthony was an ordinary 
teenage boy, now he travels 
the world with other 
YouTube famous teenagers 
going on tours just for 
people to have a “meet and 
greet” with him to get his 

picture, autograph, and 
hopefully get to have a short 
conversation. Even some 
YouTubers like Jenna 
Marbles, who we discussed 
in class, making YouTube 
videos is their full time job, 
They get money from 
sponsors to put up funny 
comedic videos every week. 
Back in the day, getting 
famous was hard work. You 
had to uproot your life and 
move to cities like New York 
or Los Angeles and go on 
singing auditions, or casting 
calls, or having to take 
acting classes, just to hope 
to get noticed and have the 
opportunities that these 
young men and women are 
getting just by uploading 
videos on YouTube. Society 
does not really know how to 
feel about these 
“celebrities.” Are they really 
celebrities? Jenna Marbles, 
who I mentioned before, has 
been on multiple TV shows, 
interviewed by countless  
newspapers and magazines, 
and is reportedly worth $2.5 
million dollars. If that is not a 
celebrity I don’t know what 
one is. YouTube is such an 
amazing jumping off point for 
so many talented people to 
get noticed. It is not just us 
ordinary people watching 
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YouTube videos, it is talent 
scouts, agents, and other 
people in the entertainment 
industry just waiting to 
stumble upon the next 
superstar. That is what 
happened with one of the 
most famous people in the 
entire world, Justin Bieber. 
At the age of 13, Justin was 
discovered by present day 
manager Scooter Braun via 
his multiple YouTube videos 
featuring him singing 
popular songs like Alycia 
Keys’ “Fallin.” Fast forward 
to 2014 and Justin Bieber is 
one of, if not the, most 
famous teenage stars in 
history. Justin is worth 
millions of dollars, has had 
two movies about him, and 
has sold countless records, 
he has even been compared 
to Michael Jackson who is 
regarded as the greatest 
pop star of all time. Justin 
accomplished all of this just 
because of YouTube. What if 
he hadn’t uploaded those 
videos? It puts it into the 
perspective that YouTube is 
more of a business for these 
people and it is not for their 
entertainment. Who would 
have thought that one single 
website can generate so 
many stars and make them 
so much money. It is truly 

mind boggling to understand 
how big this website is for 
only being available to the 
public for less than ten 
years. There are one billion 
YouTube members, four 
billion videos are viewed per 
day, and one statistic we all 
know we can relate to is that 
14.4%  of people use 
YouTube during work hours. 
This empire of a website is 
so fascinating so many 
people, including me. Our 
world would be so much 
different without YouTube. 
YouTube is the home to so 
many of our favorite videos, 
whether it be music videos, 
DIY videos, workout videos, 
or just our favorite YouTube 
stars making us laugh. The 
evolution and affect YouTube 
has had on our society is just 
a glimpse at how technology 
has changed all of our lives. 
Not only can we not imagine 
our lives without sites like 
YouTube we would never 
even want to imagine that 
horrid thought. We will never 
have to worry about living 
without our beloved 
technology again, we just 
need to take the time to 
appreciate it and realize that 
it is changing at the blink of 
our eyes. 


